Let God’s Light Shine: Special Project Talk 2016-17

Slide One
Greetings from Christian World Service.  We are grateful for your interest and generosity.  Methodist and Presbyterian women raised $38,617 for Neythal working to protect the rights and improve the livelihoods of fisherfolk in South India. More women have chilly bins and other equipment to sell fish or make fish products.  They are tackling violence in their families and communities.  They are stronger because of your help.
Last year you raised funds for Developers in the Philippines.  The coastal communities where they work were damaged and destroyed by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013.  Donations to CWS’s Philippines Typhoon Appeal gave them funds to repair and rebuild homes as well as replace lost equipment, plants and livestock.
The money you raised will be used in the next phase to help people prepare for disasters.  To further protect their homes and livelihoods from major storms, they want to plant a minimum of 12,000 new mangrove and fruit trees.  Finally, they plan to provide the start-up funding for local farmers to set up a weekly small market.
The money you raise is the only help these communities get and it is making a tremendous difference – thank you.

Slide Two
This year I invite you to travel across the Pacific to Nicaragua in Central America.  Meet Oneyda.  Now aged 24 Oneyda is married with a child of her own.  She has a good job with a nongovernmental organization and is happy. 
 
Growing up her life was different.  She avoided other people and was often fearful.  Her home was a violent place.  Her father often lost his temper and the whole family suffered – terribly.
At 15 she was chosen to be a health promoter in her village by CWS partner CEPAD, the Council of Protestant Churches of Nicaragua.  With training and support from the CEPAD team, she not only led her group of 15 young people, but transformed the life of her family.   Her father found ways to improve the family’s livelihood and better control his temper.  Her mother was able to heal from years of injury.
Leading the group sessions, gave Oneyda the opportunity to talk about her own experiences and think about ways she could make change happen.  The training gave her the courage and support to confront the violence in her own home and in their village.  Together Oneyda and CEPAD broke the cycle of violence.  
Raising money for the Special Project will fund more training programmes so other young people and families can tackle the violence that is damaging their lives.
 
Slide Three
This year Methodist and Presbyterian women are working with CWS to let God’s Light Shine in Nicaragua.  
Over 6 million people live in the largest country in Central America.  It  has three distinct regions: the Pacific lowlands, the North-central highlands and the Caribbean lowlands on its Atlantic coast.
Nicaragua is famous for lakes, mountains and coffee.  The region is regularly hit by major disasters: drought, earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and volcanic eruptions.  This year’s El Nino weather has caused severe drought especially in the northwest.

Like the weather, the political situation has been marked by a history of conflict contributing to widespread poverty.  The Nicaraguan Revolution toppled the Somoza government in 1979 – a key event in recent history.
Oneyda lives in a village near Matagalpa, an area known for growing coffee and other crops.  (see map on right)

Slide Four
Nicaragua is the second poorest country in the Western Hemisphere behind Haiti.  However, according to the World Bank its economy has been growing better than others in the region in recent years.  Thanks to government investment in education, healthcare and sanitation, the poverty level has been falling.  Between 2009 and 2014, it dropped 13% from 42.5% to 29.6%.  Extreme poverty dropped 6 % and now affects 8.3% of the population.
Much of the poverty is focussed in rural areas where people depend on what they can grow on small plots of land or as wage labourers.  The climate, falling soil fertility, deforestation, and lack of water are making farming more challenging.  Families are depending on remittances from family who have sought better opportunities in the USA and neighbouring countries.
People living in rural areas rely on their own or community resources to meet psychosocial needs.  Poverty, war and strongly defined gender roles have contributed to high levels of violence in families and communities.
Slide Five
In Latino countries machismo culture is strong.  Machismo is an exaggerated sense of being masculine making men more dominant and likely to get angry or violent.  The involvement of women in the Revolution that transformed the country has earned them greater respect.  

CEPAD emphasises Galatians 3:28 “… there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Through Bible study and education about the laws of the country, CEPAD is giving women the skills and support they need to deal with the violence they face.

Slide Six
Women marry young and there is a high rate of early pregnancy – 23.3% of women under the age of 18 are mothers or pregnant.  In this strongly Catholic country, abortions are banned even if the mother’s life is in danger.  There have been some efforts by the government to tackle issues of gender-based violence but they have had a limited affect on the traditional male dominated culture.
According to the Pan-America Health Organisation about a third of women have experienced violence from the partners and more than 15% sexual violence.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Slide Seven
Many families live in very simple houses with no amenities.  Families tend to be large – 6-8 people often with grandparents present.  Large families mean there are more people to work the land.  After the 1972 Revolution, the Sandinista government settled families on small plots of land.  When in government, the party has continued to invest in policies designed to assist peasant farmers and other poor communities.

Slide Eight
Giselle (15) is training as a Peace Community Mentor with CEPAD.  She lives in an isolated village without government or community services.  Young people growing up in grinding poverty and with no way out, can vent their feelings of hopelessness and despair through violence.  Training local leaders to help their peers find ways to release the tension through sport and to tackle the causes of violence in their community is one way CEPAD is making a real difference.

Slide Nine
CEPAD and CWS are members of the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together).  Bringing together funding and funded agencies, the global alliance gives priority to local groups.  This poster reminds people of the need to care for each other when emergencies happen.  ACT Alliance has considerable expertise in this area.

Slide Ten
For poor communities, the lack of food and water can contribute to increased violence.  Giving men and women seeds, plants, livestock and training makes a measurable difference.  Families are grateful for CEPAD’s wide reaching assistance.

Slide Eleven
Traditionally women are responsible for raising the children.  When women are left without other income, CEPAD has been able to set some up with small businesses.  

Slide Twelve
CEPAD was formed when the churches joined together to help the people of the capital city Managua in the 1972 earthquake.  From providing emergency help, they have continued to work alongside the poorest people.  By setting up local committees, rural people can share skills and determine the best way forward together.  CEPAD’s programmes for young people and women are built to last and improve the outlook for all involved.
The money you raise this year will fund CEPAD to be a source of hope by:
· Forming local committees to foster stronger and healthy communities, free from violence
· Training peace mentors to run psychosocial care programmes in their communities
· Equipping rural small farmers to improve family incomes
· Supporting women setting up small businesses.
By supporting this year’s Special Project, you are letting God’s light shine.  Thank you.

